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EDITORIAL
by Jenny Smits
780-975-7426 - dutchtouchedmonton@gmail.com
Another month has come and gone, and these months seem to go faster and
faster. Especially when visiting family and friends far away. We do treasure these
moments and will go back home with wonderful memories. We also had a chance to visit our
granddaughter Sara in Germany. We met up with her in Cologne and spent a few days together and had a
wonderful time. And we were very lucky with the weather, only a few days of rain.
In the meantime there was an election in Edmonton and the COVID-19 numbers are on the way down
again. We hope this trend continues. In the Netherlands the corona restrictions have been eased but now
the numbers are going up again. This pandemic is not over yet. Hospitals are cancelling surgeries again
because of the many COVID cases. But restaurants are open and sports and music events can continue
with supporters and fans as long as they can show their QR code or negative rapid test result. Our Alberta
vaccination card was accepted everywhere in the Netherlands as well as in Germany, where more
restrictions were in place.
We are looking forward to a good winter season at the Club and we hope many of our members will
be able to participate in the events that are being organized. It was so great to see each other again after
such a long lock-down period and with our safety measures in place we should be able to keep our club
open.
Until next month, take care of yourself and each other.
Welcome to our new members!
Our membership dues are per calendar year (January-December) at the following rates:
Family: $70.00, Senior Family $60.00, Single $35.00, Senior Single $30.00 ,Student
$25.00
Please mail your membership application or renewal with your name, address,
phone number and email address to:
Dutch Canadian Club
13312—142 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5L4T3
Or remit via e-transfer or interac transfer to dccedm@gmail.com

Frank Stolk
Rinske TerHeide
Willie Korendyk
Jenny Smits
Ria Bok
Pauline Commandeur
Pieter Van Leeuwen
Judy Boekholt
Club phone:

BOARD MEMBERS
President—780-464-4879—stolkfm@telus.net
Vice President/President Windmills—780-960-9758—
rterheide@shaw.ca
Secretary/Membership coordinator—willie@willkor.ab.ca
Treasurer 780-473-0905—jismits45@gmail.com
Communications Officer—780 472-2725
Vice President Windmills—780-458-2024
Officer—780-459-5367
Officer—780-470-370
780-452-2861
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Dutch Touch
Advertising rates
Per month
1 full page $ 80.00
1/2 page $40.00
1/4 page $20.00
1/8 page $10.00
(GST to be added)

From the desk of Frank Stolk
Dear Membership
Fall has officially arrived and so far we can’t complain about the weather, that’s for
sure. I’m blessed to live on an acreage, and our living room windows are like an art
gallery. Each of the 7 windows shows the valley from a different angle. The sunrise is
spectacular this morning with the raindrops glistening like sparkling diamonds.
The Covid pandemic is keeping us on our toes, I’m afraid that this virus is going to be around for a very
long time. We have agreed to follow the Alberta Health guidelines to be able to stay open and as long as we
follow the rules, we can be open like usual, but the masks must be worn properly, on the nose and mouth
not like a chin strap for a beard. I can forgive if they are falling down sometimes but I must enforce those
rules to keep us all safe and keep the doors open. We have also implemented the sign-up sheet at the door
where you acknowledge the facts about being vaccinated. And we may ask for proof.
I have committed to be at the Light Horse Park for the Remembrance Day ceremony, but we will have
a low key event at the club by our own Cenotaph. So if you are planning to attend the Annual General
Meeting, just stop by the windmill and place your poppy on the wreaths to acknowledge our freedom and
then join us inside for the AGM for November 11th at 1:00 PM to be followed by a Stamppot dinner.
The November 11 ceremony at the Butter Dome has already be cancelled due to the Covid flare-ups.
We managed to finalize our Anne Frank commitments by planting 1,500 tulips around the statue and
entrance to the Light Horse Park. We needed better soil than what was in the borders before we could
plant them and I have to say a big thank you to John Stobbe who got O’Hanlon to replace the soil for free,
50 cm of new soil in all the beds. And a big thank you O’Hanlon Paving for being so generous to do this for
the Light Horse Park.
I hope you all can make it to the Annual General Meeting and I'm looking forward to seeing you there.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
We invite all our members to attend our Annual General Meeting
which was postponed due to COVID-19 but has been rescheduled
to November 11, 2021 at 1:00 pm. (Agenda is on page 10)

All members attending need to had had their vaccinations and wear a
face covering to keep each other safe.
Only members in good standing will be able to take part in the
elections.
November 7, 2021 at 2:00 AM

Members will also have to opportunity to renew their membership.
Please come out and support your club!

Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an extraordinary destiny…
-C.S. Lewis
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Remembrance Day
At the Dutch Canadian Club our annual Remembrance Day ceremony will be a
very low key event. If you are planning to attend the Annual General Meeting,
just stop by the cenotaph beside the windmill and place your poppy on the
wreaths to acknowledge our freedom.
Afterwards please join us at the Club where we will have our Annual General
Meeting, starting at 1:00 pm, followed by a Hutspot Dinner
Pictured is the cenotaph at Light Horse Park

Stitch ’N Rip Knitting Club
By Edith Van Leeuwen
Here we are again! There is not too much to tell. We are meeting every Monday from
12:00 until 3:00 pm. If you love to knit or crochet, come join us. Bring your lunch.
Thank you Rena for dropping off the hats for the homeless, they will be needing them
soon.
And thank you Vicky for dropping off the books at the Northgate Lions Senior Centre.
We invite you all to our craft sale (details below).

Sewing & Craft Circle
By Jenny Smits
Together with the Knitting Club we are still planning
our Christmas sale (COVID rules permitting)
Thursday afternoon, November 25 - 1:00-5:00pm
Saturday afternoon, November 27 - 1:00-5:00 pm
in the Nordic Room.
You can find a lot of one-of-a-kind items at bargain prices that will make great
Christmas gifts.
So, if all goes well we invite you to come out on that Thursday afternoon or Saturday afternoon, see
what the ladies have been making and socialize with each other and maybe pick
up some great deals. Refreshments and snacks will be available.
Some of the items we have for sale are shopping bags, placemats, potholders, table
runners, lap quilts, rag quilts and also quite a few Christmas decorations, like advent
calendars, placemats, runners, etc. and much more. And of course many knitted items
as well. Come and see for yourself or drop by on a Tuesday between 10:30 and 3:00 if
you are interested.
Judy, we hope your arm will get better soon! Good thing the golf season is over.
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Card Makers
By Ria Bok - 780-472-2725
Hi Girls!
We have had a poor turn-out these last few times and I hope this will improve.
Unfortunately Judy broke her arm. Get
better soon girl!
Our next card making days are October 30, November 13
and November 27 with our wind-up on December 11. I hope
to see a better turn-out soon.
Love, Ria

Klaverjas Club
By Pieter Van Leeuwen - 780-459-5367 - phvanl@hotmail.com
We play three Klaverjas games Tuesdays from 11:00 am until 2:30 pm.
Lunch provided. Join us if you would like to play.

Saturday Afternoon Social - November 27 from 1:00-5:00 pm
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John D. Stobbe
Platinum Property
Group
8724 - 91 St. NW
B: 780.988.1100
F: 780.439.8766
C: 780.716.3053
Are you looking to Buy, Sell or Rent?
Send me a note and I will be happy
to help with all your Real Estate
needs.
john@platinumpropertygroup.ca

Bedankt!

ZUMBA
By Renie Perreault
“I decided to take an aerobics class. I bent, twisted, gyrated and jumped up and down
for an hour. But by the time I got my leotard on the class was over”
-Karen Pitcher

CASINO 2022
The DCC Casino dates are: January 7 & 8, 2022 (Friday and Saturday) at
Century Casino (13103 Fort Rd NW, Edmonton AB). Volunteers can sign up
on the clubroom list or contact Cor Vriens at 780-478-1450. Wee need
bankers, count room workers and chip runners.

Where did the poppy for Remembrance Day come from?
From Wikipedia: the free encyclopedia.
In 1921 the British Remembrance Poppy was created. Cotton and silk poppies were
made in devastated areas of France by the widows and orphans of Madame Guérin,
"The Poppy Lady from France" and the originator of Poppy Day. The remembrance
poppy is an artificial flower worn to commemorate those who died for their
country.
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On Oct.ober17
Frank Stolk, John
Stobbe and Rinske
TerHeide got
together with
members of the
community
planting Tulip
bulbs around the
Anne Frank
statue.
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This and that to the Windmills
I hope you all have done your civic duty and cast your vote in both the Federal
and Civic elections held this fall. The results from the question in the Civic election
regarding the time change twice a year are not in yet. We had two choices:
1. Keep it the way it is now and move the time back an hour to Mountain Standard
Time in the fall and in spring move the time forward an hour to Day light Savings
Time.
2. The second choice was to stay permanently on Summer Daylight Savings Time. So no need to change
clocks twice a year.
If this second option is chosen the change would not go into effect until next year in 2022. So in the
meantime a reminder to turn your clocks back one hour on November 7th.
We finally got the Tulip bulbs in the ground around the Anne Frank statue at Light Horse Park. We
planted some of the bulbs on Sunday Oct 17 and since we were waiting for more garden soil, the rest of the
bulbs were planted on Wednesday Oct 20. Normally we would not be able to leave it this late, but we have
been very lucky with the nice fall weather this year. So we hope for the best.
A Remembrance Ceremony will be held at Light Horse Park at 11 o’clock, November 11th, when we
remember on that day the sacrifices and casualties of all wars.
We have rescheduled our Annual General Meeting and it was decided to have this
meeting, for all the club members, on November 11, Remembrance Day, at 1 pm. After the
meeting we will serve a traditional Hollandse Hutspot with sausage.
For those who are into soccer: Canada’s national team will be playing 2 games here in Edmonton, trying
to qualify for the world cup in Qatar next year. Nov.12 against Costa Rica and Nov.16 they play Mexico.
Hope the weather cooperates. The Netherlands national team has won all their qualifying games so far and
will play Montenegro Nov. 13 in Montenegro and Norway Nov. 16 in Rotterdam.
With Christmas not too far off and if you’re looking for that unique gift, check out the craft sale on
Thursday November 25 and Saturday November 27 in the Nordic room. The bar will be open and food will
be available.
The Windmills have a chance to relive their child hood memories on Thursday Dec.2 when we will have a
Sinterklaas celebration. Unfortunately the kids Sinterklaas party has been canceled again this year. We are
still planning to have our Christmas Dinner on December 16th. The singing group “Sugar Time” will be there
to entertain us with all those familiar tunes.

Looking to the New Year, January 7th and 8th we will be working a casino at Century casino. If you can
help, look for the sign up sheet in the clubroom.
We have accepted an invitation from Concordia University to participate again in their “Intercultural
days” on Wednesday Jan 19. It’s a fun event where we get to showcase our culture and interact with the
students. Last time the “sjoelbak” was very popular. We will be wearing our Volendam costumes. If you feel
like participating come talk to Renie, Jenny or me.
Meanwhile stay well and I hope to see you all at our AGM on November 11th.

Rinske
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Members Page

Happy birthday to

Gerry Van Dam
who celebrated his
95th birthday
on October 25.
Condolences to Wilma & Gerry Thys on the loss of
their brother-in-law in October
There’s a very special garden
Where the trees of memory grow
Nurtured by the kindness
And concern that good friends show.
The roots are cherished memories
Of good times in the past.
The branches tender promises
that souls endure and last.
It’s a place of peace and beauty
Where bright new hopes can start
It’s memory’s lovely garden
that soothes the hurting heart
Author unknown

Arie Wolfert (90) and his wife Julie Wolfert

Een kinderliedje van vroeger
Klein klein kleutertje
Wat doe je in mijn hof
Je plukt er alle bloempjes af
Je maakt het veel te grof

O mijn lieve mamaatje
Zeg het niet tegen papaatje
Ik zal zoet naar school toe gaan
En de bloemetjes laten staan

We congratulate everyone who has celebrated a
birthday or an anniversary. If you would like to share
these or other special events with our members please
email me at: dutchtouchedmonton@gmail.com
or phone 780-975-7426 and I will include it on our
member’s page.

Jenny
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Anna Fuchs (80)

Don’t forget
our Hutspot
meal on
November 11,
2021
After the AGM

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
November 11, 2021
1:00 PM
AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Call to order and Roll Call (Frank Stolk)
Moment of silence
President’s report (Frank Stolk)
Call for nominations for Board to be voted on after the recess (Frank Stolk)
Minutes from the AGM of September 27-2020 (Willie Korendyk)
Acceptance of the Minutes and discussion
Treasurer’s Report (Jenny Smits)
Acceptance of the Treasurer's Report and discussion
Committee Reports:
a. DCC Auxiliary / Windmills (Rinske Terheide)
b. Card Making Club (Ria Bok)
c. Sewing & Craft Circle (Jenny Smits)
d. Klaverjas (Piet van Leeuwen)
e. Stitch & Rip Club (Edith van Leeuwen)
f. Business Club (Harm de Groot)
Recess

10. New Business Anne Frank Wrap Up (John Stobbe)
11. Elections Board Membership:
a. Willie Korendyk
b. Confirmation that Pauline Commandeur will finish Cees Stolk’s term after his resignation
c. Confirmation that Jenny Smits will finish Judy Boekholt’s term as treasurer
d. Election for Director to replace Femke Williams
12. Questions or New Business
13. Adjournment
Please join us after the meeting for our Hutspot Dinner

NEDERLANDSE HITS TOP-10
Source: 100% NL
As at October 16, 2021
1. Hold On
2. Onderweg Naar Later
3. Geef Je Hart Niet Zomaar Weg
4. Niks Is Heilig
5. Hard To Say Goodbye
6. Increíble
7. Doe Het Dan
8. Rendez-Vous
9. 100 Volt
10. Amsterdam

Armin van Buuren & Davina Michelle
Suzan & Freek
Racoon
Maan
Rondé
Rolf Sanchez
Bløf
Metejoor & Emma Heesterd
Ruben Annink
Fleming
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YOU KNOW YOU’RE DUTCH IN CANADA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

WHEN…

The temperature is so low in your house that 2 sweaters is a bare minimum if you want to be remotely
warm.
You open the freezer and are excited to find a container of ice-cream, only to open it and discover it's
full of homemade soup or stamppot.
When looking in the fridge, you never trust that the yogurt or margarine containers contain what the
label says.
You were green before it was popular. Why recycle when you can just reuse!
You have a pair of wooden shoes in your house.
Your China cabinet is filled with Delft.
You like pickled herring.
You enjoy chocolate sprinkle (hagelslag) sandwiches.
You wash and reuse plastic cups and plastic cutlery.
You have soup and open-faced sandwiches for Sunday lunch.
The most frequent phrase uttered growing up was "Turn off the lights!"
You get a chocolate letter every year for Christmas.
All the tables in your house are covered in tablecloths.
You like croquettes.
You drink tea all day long.
You have an afghan knitted by your Oma.
You collect coupons like they're going out of style.
You've been known to recycle aluminum foil. And ziplock bags.
You own a special utensil that is only used for cutting cheese.
You know that Gouda is the best cheese ever.
You rarely have both meat and cheese on the same sandwich.
You have never met half the relatives at your family reunion.
You put a little water into the jar of tomato sauce and shake it to make sure you got it all out.
You have trouble shopping for hats. There should be at least two sizes: 'one size fits all' and 'Dutch'.
You wipe the last of the butter out of the container with your bun.
All your cookies taste like almonds.
You make the bed in your hotel room.
You have lace on your windows but not on your underwear.
You like dubbel zout dropjes, and have occasionally tricked a friend into trying one.
You've put mayonnaise on your french fries.
You have a spoon collection.
Your favourite mustard comes in jars that can be reused as drinking glasses.
You leave a window open year round to get fresh air.
You eat stroop waffles.
You love the colour orange.
You have a vegetable garden because there's no way you're paying that much for
veggies at the grocery store.
Your fridge is always stocked with leftovers. Throw out food? Never!
You go to the "Dutch Store" because the smell brings back so many childhood memories.
You have pictures of windmills around your house.
You use "washandjes" (facecloths that you can put your hand into).
You own tea towels and oven mitts patterned with windmills and dancing women in clogs.
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Dutch Touch articles
We would love to
hear from our
members if you
have stories to
share or items of
interest to the
Dutch community.

HALL RENTALS
For weddings, Anniversaries,
Company parties, Reunions,
Dances, Business Meetings etc.

It could be travel, memories from
the Netherlands, recipes, pictures
etc.

International Hall
Nordic Room
Board Room
Frank Stolk—780-984-4569

Please send your submissions to:
dutchtouchedmonton@gmail.com

Club members and ESCA members
receive a discount on the rental fee

Sylvan Star Cheese Ltd

Ben’s Meats & Deli

From Pasture to Plate. Quality
Cheese.

15726 Stony Plain Road
Edmonton, AB T5P 3Z5
(780) 489-1424
bensmeats@gmail.com

Award Winning Gouda from the Heart of
Alberta!
Voted the best Gouda in Canada by the
Canadian Cheese Grand Prix
Medium Gouda| Old Grizzly| Smoked Gouda Aged
Gouda | Herbs & Garlic | Grizzly Klondyk (formerly
Gruyere)
Available at the Bountiful Market (Friday,
Saturday & Sunday), Old Strathcona Farmers’
Market (Saturdays), Edmonton Downtown
Farmers Market (Saturday & Sunday) Also
available at all Italian Centre shops throughout
the city Free shipping in Canada on orders of 4kg or
more.
Order by phone, fax, online or visit our own store
located off Highway 11A between Sylvan Lake and Red
Deer Mon.-Sat. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Family owned and operated since 1953
Come visit us for a large assortment of Dutch
items, sliced deli meats and fresh meat
products. In addition, we carry a large
assortment of Gluten Free items, including
Gluten Free Mini Donuts!
We are the proud supplier for the
Dutch Canadian Club’s famous Croquettes!

www.bensmeats.com

39008 Range Road 10, Red Deer County, AB T4E 0G4

Phone: 403 340-1560 Fax: 403 342 6831
email: info@sylvanstarcheesefarm.ca
www. Sylvanstarcheesefarm.ca

Celebrating 67 years!
12

Battle of the Scheldt Educational Program
On Friday, 15 October, in Bergen op Zoom the national introduction of the
Battle of The Scheldt educational program took place. DEFAT Marc
Lafortune attended on behalf of the Canadian Embassy.
For this occasion, the replica SAR Sherman tank was placed in the schoolyard
of the secondary school where the activity took place (see photo ). The tank
was going to be in the schoolyard for a week. In doing so, it received a lot of
attention from the pupils. They were thrilled.
The educational program was meant for secondary school pupils and college
apprentices.
The introduction of the educational program coincided with the release of
the movie The Battle of The Scheldt (or The Forgotten Battle) on Netflix.

Dutch War-Drama ‘The Forgotten
Battle’ is Coming to Netflix in
October 2021
One of the most exciting movies coming to Netflix in
October 2021 is the Dutch war drama The Forgotten Battle.
We expect The Forgotten Battle to be one of the top
highlights on Netflix in October.

The Forgotten Battle is an upcoming Dutch Netflix Original
war drama directed by Matthijs van Heijningen Jr. and is officially the first Netflix produced Dutch Original movie. Netflix
has a habit of breaking records with its expensive productions, and while The Forgotten Battle hasn’t broken the record
for the most expensive Dutch production ever, it is the second most expensive thanks to its €14 million budget.
The story is told through the perspective of three different participants of the Battle of the Scheldt, a Dutch axis pilot, a
British air pilot, and a female resistance fighter from Zeeland.
What is the Battle of the Scheldt?
Taking place between October 2nd, and November 8th, 1944, the Battle of the Scheldt was a series of military
operations led by the First Canadian Army and aided by Polish and British units. The objective of the operations was to
take control of the Scheldt River from Axis forces and establish a shipping route into Antwerp that could supply Allied
forced in North-West Europe.
The battle was one of the bloodiest, and most important of the entire campaign for the First Canadian Army. During the
five weeks of fighting a total of 12,873 Allied casualties were reported, with half of the losses coming from the Canadian
army.
Despite the importance of taking the Scheldt River being raised by multiple officials of the Allied forces, British General
Bernard Montgomery instead favored the importance of what would be the disastrous military plan of Operation
Market Garden.
In hindsight had Allied Forces prioritized the taking of the Scheldt River it could have stopped the retreat of the German
15th Army from France, and aided the Allied advance into the Axis-controlled Netherlands, and thus the invasion of
Germany. Without the shipping route to Antwerp, US forces were unable to receive the necessary supplies needed
during the invasion of the Netherlands.
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Giethoorn: living with and around water
Giethoorn is a picturesque village located in the North Eastern part of
the province Overijssel in the Netherlands. It is often called the Venice of
the North due to its water ways and 180 bridges. There is a foot path but
no road in the main village and most of the transportation is done by
boat. It’s a long strip of a village with a population of 2,785. This is a place
close to my heart since I was born here. A trip to the Netherlands for me
is not complete until I can see, hear and smell the essence of everything
that is Giethoorn.
Before oil and gas there was peat
After the last ice age, with the rising temperatures the ice melted and large wetlands were created where all kinds
of shore plants grew. In these waterlogged, acidic conditions the plants did not fully decompose and over the
centuries formed a thick layer of peat. The first mention of people actually living in this inhabitable land came when
a large storm surge flooded the land in 1170 (the all saints flood) reshaping the whole landscape. It is believed that
monks first started digging up the peat, (called turf in Dutch) using it for heating and cooking. There is still an area
called ‘t Klooster (which means Monastery).
In 1230 the name Gethorn (Geiten hoorn, goats horn) first appeared in historical documents and is thought to be
derived from the numerous horns from wild goats that were dug up in the area by early settlers when they started
working the land.
The land around Giethoorn was ruled by the bishop of Utrecht and in 1291 he let fugitives from a famine in
Southern Europe settle in this wild, unproductive land. These people were wandering flagellants practising an extreme
form of self punishment. Under the bishopric in Utrecht they had to pay taxes, probably in the form of peat. Taxes
were due on St. Maarten day Nov.11, hence they were called St. Maartensluyden.
Over the centuries the main source of income for this area has been the extraction and processing of peat. It was
a very labour intensive process and people worked long hours in very harsh conditions, Canals and trenches were
dug to transport the peat. The peat was taken to the Zuiderzee harbour (turfhaven) in Blokzijl from where it would
eventually end up in North Holland, heating homes as far away as Amsterdam. This excavation process was largely
responsible in creating this very typical landscape. The Zuiderzee with it’s storm surges did the rest, flooding the area
over and over again, as many as 240 times, creating the many lakes and widening the waterways. On stormy days the
inhabitants of Giethoorn would listen for the warning booms of the canon being discharged 8 km away in Blokzijl by
the Zuiderzee dike. Six booms meant the water would be level with the top of the dike, seven booms meant the dike
is breached and the water is coming.
During the flood of 1776 the nearby town of Beulaker was submerged by seawater, with only the tip of the church
steeple remaining visible above the water for another 100 years, until it also disappeared in the waters of the Beulaker
Lake. Legend has it that when it storms on the lake the ringing of the bell from that steeple can still be heard.

In 1825 during another flood, 258 cows died but all of the 1,210 inhabitants survived, since with every storm, they
would take precautions in having a boat ready and supplied. After this disaster people also started to reinforce the
attics in their homes in order to bring their livestock to safety in case of a flood. But these worries were over with
the improvements made on the dikes and with the completion of the Afsluitdijk in 1932 that changed the Zuiderzee
into a lake “het IJsselmeer”.
In the late 1920’s the peat production slowly came to a halt. People managed to look after their most immediate
needs by working their own small plot of land, growing their own vegetables and fruit and keeping some livestock.
They eked out a living by doing seasonal work on the large farms in the nearby polder, fishing for eel, boat building
and cutting reeds in the wintertime for roofing material. This was the cheapest roofing material at the time, while
these days, ironically, a thatched roof is very expensive. Transportation and all deliveries in the village were done by
boat, the mail as well as the groceries. Even cattle was transported by boat. At each farmhouse, after milking the
cows, the milk cans were sitting ready to be collected on the wooden steps by the water, to be taken by a large flat
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boat, called a vlot, to the dairy factory.

The traditional Gieterse punter is a narrow flat bottom wooden boat, skilfully steered and manoeuvred by using a
wooden punting pole to push the boat forward. On open water it can be used as a sail boat by putting a mast in a
hole in the bench, attaching the sail with ropes and moving a lee board from side to side to keep the boat from
drifting.
The Giethoorn way, simple but effective.
But change was coming when in 1958 the movie Fanfare came out in theatres. This movie, by Bert Haanstra, about
feuding members of the local music band, was filmed in Giethoorn, with all its scenery as well as using the local
Fanfare band members as extras. The film was entered in the Cannes film festival and it put Giethoorn on the map.
Some well-known Dutch radio and television personalities and artists, liking the peace and tranquility, started buying
second homes in Giethoorn. Giethoorn now has become a tourist destination, drawing people from all over the
world and is especially very popular among Chinese tourists. With the medieval looking cottages with their thatched
roofs some tourists think it is an open air museum and some even wander into gardens, picking flowers or even
wander into a private home surprising the occupant in their living room or kitchen.
To get into the main village you will have to park your car and walk into the village or take a guided boat tour.
You can also rent a fluister boot (whisper boat with electric motor.) With some instructions and a map you can
navigate the canals on your own and also explore the waterways in the nearby National park the WeerribbenWieden. On summer days the canals in town can become very congested, providing quite the spectacle for those
watching from shore seeing people struggling with steering a boat.
The village can be explored on foot by following the one path along the main canal while crossing numerous small
bridges (called vonders). There are lots of restaurants, patios and other tourist attractions. Every other Sunday there is
a punter sailing race on the lake ‘t Wiede. The race starts and ends by ‘t Paviljoen, a restaurant jutting out into the
lake. On the last Saturday evening in August the “Gondel vaart” takes place. Like a parade on water, it looks like a
scene out of a fairy tale watching the punters quietly floating by in the dark, all decorated and lit up with small lights
and lanterns.
When the ice is strong enough in winter Giethoorn becomes a mecca for skaters from all over, enjoying the
scenery while skating along the canals. A true Winter Wonderland.
There are lots of videos featuring Giethoorn on YouTube, as well as the movie Fanfare. Giethoorn even occupies
a spot on the new International version of the board game Monopoly. I have omitted some other interesting historical
facts about this area, due to lack of space, but even though Giethoorn looks essentially the same and kept it’s
character, the village and it’s people sure have come a long way.

Rinske
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Formerly BUTTE TRAVEL
11739 94 Street NW, Edmonton, AB
Phone: 780.477.3561 or Toll free
1.800.661.3830
sales@gctravel.ca

Your experts for travel to The Netherlands and the rest of
Europe. We would love to help you with your travel plans:
multi-family trips, cruises, adventure and sun!

We do it all!
Office visits are by appointment only and hours of operation
are Monday to Friday, 9 AM to 3 PM. Phone and email are
preferred.
Phone: 780.477.3561 or toll free 1.800.661.3830

Commercial

Residential

NEED A NEW ROOF?
Don't look any further — LARGE or SMALL (Commercial & Residential)
Ensuring the roof over your head is built to last!
We have been serving Alberta Customers for 60 years
(IKO, BP, Malarkey, Soprema, Decra, Metro, Standing Seam, A.R.C.A. Warranty)

Mel Bruglemans JR.
780-453-2381
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